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Load-shedding and the 
power outages that 
follow

Ward councillor 
introduces Ike, her new 
guide dog in training3 8

To see a video of City 
Power disconnecting 
the illegal connections, 
scan this photo using 
the free PixzAR app on 
your smartphone.

Disconnected

‘This is not the 
first time we have 

engaged in an operation 
like this, this is 
something that 

has been ongoing for 
many years’

City Power contractors disconnect illegal electricity connections on the Zandspruit bridge on 3 March. Photo: Reuven Blignault                                    READ MORE ON PAGE 2
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As coronavirus fears 
spread, we have all the 
info you need to know

Randburg SPCA heads to 
court after confiscating 
parrots and other animals

Curro Aurora’s Megan 
Ras puts her impressive 
horse skills to the test3-14 18 20

Reuven Blignault
reuvenb@caxton.co.za

RANDBURG – With confirmed cases at a 
local Randburg school, as well as a gym in 
the area, the threat of Covid-19 is edging 
ever closes, and is already impacting how 
we live our daily lives.

The streets from Blairgowrie to 
Randpark Ridge to Melville are noticeably 
quieter. The aura surrounding the area is 
reminiscent of the December holidays, but 
it is for far less festive reasons.

The Coronavirus is on everyone’s mind, 
but the community has been urged not to 
panic. As of 24 March, 554 South African 
have been confirmed to have the Covid-19 
virus.

There is no doubt that the epidemic has 
gripped many members of the community 
in fear after President Cyril Ramaphosa 
declared a state of national disaster on 18 
March.

He encouraged people to be considerate 
of their hygiene and others by socially 
distancing yourself during this time.

The announcement also set in motion 
a series of ministerial announcements, 
leading to travel restrictions, visa bans and 
limiting the size of gatherings.

Many residents have heeded Health 
Minister Zweli Mkhize’s call to self-

isolate if you are feeling sick, or work 
from home if you have the capacity.

Due to the prohibition of gatherings 
of more than 100 people or more, many 
upcoming entertainment events at the 
Johannesburg Botanical Gardens, Marks 
Park and other venues have been put on 
hold or cancelled.

The same goes for sporting events and 
other activities that draw a number of 
people in a gathering.

Most recently, following strict social 
distancing measures implemented by the 
president, bars, pubs, restaurants and other 
establishments that sell alcohol have been 
prohibited from selling alcohol from 6pm 
to 9am the following day during the week 
and Saturdays, and from 1pm on a Sunday.

These measures, while important to 
curb the spread of the pandemic, have put 
a noticeable strain on local businesses, as 
well as any plans community members 
may have had to spend a night out 
socialising.

In the same vein, the president also 
encouraged the community to be 
considerate of others and not engage 
in ‘panic buying’. Buying at smaller 
community stores has also been 
encouraged.

Police Minister Bheki Cele said on 
19 March that failing to comply 
with these regulations is 

an offence and, 
on conviction, 
persons will be 
liable to pay a fine 
or to imprisonment 
for a period not 
exceeding six 
months, or a fine and 
imprisonment.

Schools in the 
area were closed on 
18 March and will 
only reopen after 
the Easter holidays 
for extra safety 
and to lower the spread of the 
coronavirus. 

Minister of Higher Education, 
Science and Technology Blade 
Nzimande also announced the closure 
of universities and colleges, including 
Wits University and University of 
Johannesburg on 17 March to contain 
the spread of coronavirus.

Coronavirus 
concern

Members Only Deals at
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Honeydew Police 
Station cleaned to curb 
Covid-19 spread

Homeless people find 
a place of shelter in 
Windsor West

Play a fun game of disc 
golf when the national 
lockdown is over2 9 12

A bridge crosses a litter-filled stream in Kya Sand informal settlement. Photo: Reuven Blignault

Lockdown worries
Reuven Blignault
reuvenb@caxton.co.za

KYA SAND – Kya Sand informal 
settlement leaders joined 
Johannesburg Mayor Geoff 
Makhubo on his visit to the area 
on 3 April.

“The mayor now has his eye 
on this area, as he can see for 
himself what challenges our 
people are facing. It is very 
easy to feel forgotten, and good 
service delivery, to begin with, is 
almost non-existent,” said Kya 
Sand community leader Maxwell 
Ndzamba. 

He noted that life had pretty 
much carried on as normal in 
the informal settlement, with 
many refusing to adhere to the 
lockdown laws.

“We have been told by our 
leadership to obey the social- 
distancing laws put into place to 
stop the spread of the coronavirus. 
When we arrived here in the 
morning, there were a few people 
that were already gathering.

“People are still gathering in 
their numbers, shops are selling 
goods they should not be, but our 
people do not understand what to 
do. The conditions that they reside 
in make it incredibly difficult to 
adhere to these laws.”

He added that greater 
intervention needed to take place 
to ensure that people obeyed 
the laws properly, warning that 
an outbreak of Covid-19 in the 
informal settlement could have 
dire consequences.

“As a community, we need to 
know that if there is an outbreak, 
what plans will be put in place 
for treatment on a mass scale. 
We also need to know what is 
the best way of managing the 
situation right now, besides social 
distancing.”

He felt that the mayor and other 
City officials’ visit was highly 
important.

“We are fortunate that the 
mayor’s visit today allowed us as 
representatives of this community 
to have a proper discussion with 
him, and that he could physically 
see what was happening here 
so that the City can formulate 
a proper plan to prevent a mass 
outbreak here,” said Ndzamba.

He added that after the 
lockdown had come to an end 
and the Covid-19 threat had 
disappeared, he hoped that the 
City would look at the situation 
in the informal settlement and 
deliver better services to the 
residents.

“We hope that our situation will 
change for the better.”
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according to WHO

Randpark Ridge residents 

concerned about the theft 

of manhole covers3
4

 Photos: Neo Phashe

To see exclusive footage 

of the empty roads 

around the area on the 

 rst day of the lockdown, 

scan the photo below 

using the free PixzAR app 

on your smartphone.

Neo Phashe
neop@caxton

.co.za

The streets of Randburg 

have been quiet as residents 

heed the call to stay home

SilenceAn eerie
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Learners advised on 
tips for studying 
from home

Akeso Clinic shares 
knowledge on coping with 
the effects of lockdown

Acacia Private School 
learners enjoyed a unique 
outing, pre-lockdown2 4 6

Reuven Blignault
reuvenb@caxton.co.za

HONEYDEW – The members of 
the South African Police Service are 
on the frontlines of making sure that 
the laws put in place to help curb the 
spread of Covid-19 are enforced.

They are essential services and 
have to help the public with issues 
of crime daily. This is why the police 
relish any form of protection they can 
get for their good health.

One such form of protection are 
face masks, and the Honeydew 
Community Police Forum would like 
to thank a resident for her generous 
hand-made donation.

Daleen Beyleveld, who is one 
of the people that make these re-
usable face masks from material on 
behalf of the Facebook Group South 
Africa Face Mask Initiative, worked 
tirelessly to craft over 150 face masks 
for the Honeydew police officers to 

use.
The CPF’s Michael Steyn said, 

“We would like to send her our 
sincere appreciation. She has 
managed to make 150 of these masks 
which will be given to our police 
officers at Honeydew Police Station. 
This is much-needed support in the 
fight against Covid-19.”

He added that the CPF is grateful 
for all the support they and the police 
have received over the past three 
weeks. “If there is anyone who would 
like to sponsor gloves, masks or wet 
wipes (which are used as a filter in 
these masks), kindly get in contact 
with us,” said Steyn
Details: Michael Steyn 
084 496 3852. 

Not all heroes 
wear masks

The Honeydew CPF’s Michael 
Steyn holds some of the hand-

crafted face masks to be donated 
to the Honeydew police. 

Photo: Supplied

Community heroes have been making 
and distributing masks to those on the 
frontline of the Covid-19 outbreak
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The sanitising booths are delivered to the Randburg Taxi Rank. INSET: Abner Mariri of the Mashaile Group walks through the sanitising booth. Photos: Reuven Blignault
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Malanshof pub is shut 
down after selling 
alcohol illegally

Windsor West homeless 
shelter provides a haven 
for the less fortunate

Charity store moves with 
the times and takes its 
sales online2 3 4

Safety comes first
Reuven Blignault
reuvenb@caxton.co.za

RANDBURG – The South African 
National Taxi Council was proud 
to display state-of-the-art sanitary 
equipment at the Randburg Taxi Rank 
on 11 May.

Taxi rank customers can be reassured 
that from the very minute they enter 
the rank, their hygiene is taken care of 
from head to toe.

Santaco Gauteng chairman Buti 
Mkonza said that this equipment 
makes sanitisation very easy.

“We have made sure that all of our 
customers and drivers remain safe 
during this outbreak. It will help to 
sanitise everything including your 
luggage,” said Mkonza.

Users will enter a booth that is 
equipped with a tank of non-alcohol 
based disinfectant. A sensor then 
triggers a soft spray of mist that is 
capable of sanitising the entire body.

“All customers, staff and taxi drivers 
will have to walk through this every 
time they enter the rank. Our taxi ranks 
carry a huge number of people every 
day, from home to places of work and 
beyond. The safety of our customers, 
as well as the entire nation is of utmost 
importance. We are always taking steps 
to ensure that all our customers remain 
safe, especially during this coronavirus 
outbreak,” said Mkonza.

Ranks like the Randburg Taxi Rank 

are dubbed ‘interchange ranks’, as 
they carry people from a wider field 
than a smaller taxi rank, connecting 
passengers to other interchange ranks.

Mkonza continued, “That is why 
equipment like this is important at 
these interchange ranks, if we can stop 
the virus here, then it won’t spread so 
easily.

“We would like to roll out these 
booths at all major taxi ranks 
throughout Gauteng. Most recently, we 
installed booths at the Baragwanath 
Taxi Rank.”

Besides the booths, rank staff are on 
hand to ensure that all passengers and 
drivers are wearing masks and have 
had their hands sprayed with hand 
sanitiser.

“We have also taken measures to 
educate passengers and drivers to 
make sure they know the dangers of 
this virus and how to prevent it,” said 
Mkonza.

Abner Mariri of the Mashaile Group, 
who work with Gauteng taxi ranks, 
added that he would like to thank the 
leadership of Santaco for the initiative.

Mariri said, “The majority of our 
people use taxi ranks, and to be able to 
flatten the curve you need to educate 
the community to take measures put in 
place by our government seriously. 

“On Thursday, we disinfected the 
entire taxi rank, disinfecting over 600 
taxis. The enormity of the work that 
has been done is amazing, and this 
work needs to continue.”

To see more photos of the booth at 
the Randburg Taxi Rank, scan this 
image using the free PixzAR app on 
your smartphone.
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Randburg SPCA speaks 

out on two cases of 

animal abuse

Tough times bring the 

community together 

as donations role in
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A little ray of hope
Nicholas Zaal
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ton.co.za
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Community member reaches out to those in need 
through her Fountain for the Thirsty Foundation 2

Two portable toilets on Peu Street, Zandspruit. INSET: A concerned Zandspruit resident points out the one toilet plumbed into any infrastructure. Photos: Reuven Blignault

Dignity flushed away
Reuven Blignault
reuvenb@caxton.co.za

ZANDSPRUIT – The Democratic 
Alliance has raised concerns 
around the number of toilets 
provided to Zandspruit residents, 
as well the crowding of their use 
during the Covid-19 lockdown.

Ward 100 and 114 PR councillor 
Belinda Kayser-Echeozonjoku 
claimed that residents in the 
Silvertown area of Zandspruit only 
had four toilets available to share 
between 600 people.

“Having served in Zandspruit 
for the last two years, I have 
witnessed first-hand the desperate 
conditions that residents have 
had to endure. Under the DA 
administration over 11 000 
toilets were delivered to informal 
settlements across the City,” said 
Kayser-Echeozonjoku.

She said that the delivery of 
this number of toilets was done 
to alleviate the situation where 
hundreds of people have to share a 
small number of communal toilets. 

Kayser-Echeozonjoku said 
that over a month, she received 
numerous complaints from 
frustrated residents.

She said, “I was invited by 
the community to see just how 
intolerable the situation had 
become. What I encountered 
was deeply distressing. The four 
toilets used by the community 
are located across a busy road. 

Upon our arrival, the toilets 
were locked. I was informed by 
the residents that the toilets are 
always locked and that the keys to 
these toilets are held by residents 
who live adjacent to them.”

She said that this had become a 
source of conflict between those 
who control access by holding the 
keys on one side of the road, and 
those who come from the opposite 
end.

For immediate relief, residents 
have to use one of two communal 
shallow pit toilets. When those 
toilets are blocked or overflow, 
they report it to Joburg Water.

After conducting her 
investigation, it is believed that 
the contractor employed by the 
City to clean the temporary toilets 
demands a R150 bribe from 
residents to complete the job. 

“We immediately informed the 
Member of Mayoral Committee 
(MMC) for Environment 
Infrastructure and Service 
Delivery (EISD) of the situation, 
and requested his immediate 
intervention,” she said. 

Deputy Director in the office 
of the MMC Stan Itshegetseng 
refused to acknowledge the claims 
made in Kayser-Echeozonjoku’s 
statement, saying she had not 
been in contact with them.

He said, “We can, however, 
confirm that we have received 
a letter from the Democratic 
Alliance’s councillor Nicole van 
Dyk, which was escalated to the 

MMC’s attention on 16 April. In 
her letter, she alleged that 600 
residents of the informal 
settlement were 
sharing four toilets.

“Our investigation 
with Joburg Water 
indicated that the 
area in question has 
24 chemical toilets 
and eight water 
tanks servicing 149 
households which 
were provided by 
Johannesburg Water at 
the time of receipt of 
the letter. We had long 
made arrangements to 
add 10 chemical toilets 
as a response to the 
Covid-19 regulations 
to reduce the number of 
users per toilet. Since 
receiving the letter, we 
have also delivered a 
further 10 more toilets.”

Kayser-
Echeozonjoku added 
that every day, the 
Zandspruit community 
risks exposure to 
severe health problems.

“What the residents 
require in the short-term, 
are a larger number of temporary 
toilets which would reduce the 
number of people relying on just a 
small number of toilets. This can 
be achieved by using the unspent 
capital budget to procure toilets,” 
she concluded.

Concern over number of toilets available for residents, but City maintains stance

School learners and educators join hands to feed 
the less fortunate on a daily basis 4

REAd MoRE oN PAgE 3
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Schools prepare for 
return of learners in 
lockdown level 3

Share your happy dance 
with us and stand the 
chance to win

Show that you care and 
donate blankets to those 
most in need this winter2-3 6 6

Food for Msawawa
Reuven Blignault
reuvenb@caxton.co.za

MSAWAWA – Many eager 
residents participated in 
delivering a month’s supply 
of food to 10 000 households, 
in a week-long programme in 
the Cosmo City and Kya Sand 
areas.

Telephony and cash 
management service Kazang 
and the charity organisation 
Mahlasedi Foundation helped 
to organise wheelbarrows for 
the carrying of the food for 
residents in need on 28 May.

Kazang’s Sumay Dippenaar 
said, “As it was World Hunger 
Day, and the country is in 
lockdown, many people are 
suffering during this time. We 
would like to make a difference 
in delivering these food parcels 
and facilitating the process.”

Each wheelbarrow carried 
enough non-perishable food to 
feed a family of four for about a 
month.

“There are so many volunteers 
that have helped, and we would 
like to give a big thank you 
to the Mahlasedi Foundation, 
which has been working 
tirelessly to organise these food 
parcels.”

Dippenaar said that the 
community members could not 
come to any central point to 
collect the food due to social 
distancing measures.

“We thought why not bring 

the food to them. As there is 
so much food to be delivered. 
We are using wheelbarrows to 
deliver them, carried by people 
who live in the community, who 
are getting paid for every single 
delivery.”

Bert Pretorius of the 
Mahlasedi Foundation added, 
“We invited members of the 
media to the distribution day 
to highlight the plight in our 
communities – 10 to 11 per 
cent of people in Africa are 
struggling with issues of hunger, 
and this lockdown has not 
helped. It is amazing to see the 
entire community getting behind 
this initiative.

“We thank everyone who 
helped to make this distribution 
possible, and there is always 
a lot more work to be done. 
With the coronavirus infection 
rate on the rise in South 
Africa, we as a foundation 
have determined to assist 
impoverished communities 
without the financial means to 
buy necessities.”

Kazang is the provider 
of virtual vending products 
and services such as prepaid 
airtime, data, electricity, money 
transfers/remittances, bill 
payments and gaming vouchers 
for the informal trading 
marketing. 

Kazang has a network of more 
than 25 000 vendors operating 
in township and rural areas 
across southern Africa. 
Details: www.mahlasedi.org A large number of Msawawa residents volunteer to carry wheelbarrows of food for other residents.  

Photo: Reuven Blignault

To see more 
photos of 
the food 
handover, 
scan this 
image using 
the free 
PixzAR app 
on your 
smartphone.
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GLAZING SERVICES

011 476 3338 | 011 678 0971

COVID-19
Are you concerned about your 
child’s safety and education?

We will tailor-make a package to 
suit your child’s UNIQUE 
requirements.

Our programes are guided, 
directed and interactive.
We provide small face-to-face 
classes. We also offer online, 
live-streamed, blended or hybrid learning.
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Delta Park walker 
robbed while on 
morning walk

Taxi strike leaves 
commuters stranded 
without transport

SA Guide Dog puppy 
walking ward councillor 
gives us an update2 3 7

Reuven Blignault
reuvenb@caxton.co.za

OLIVEDALE – The lives of the family 
of Matthew Mayston have been brought 
to a standstill after the 25-year-old was 
shot in his lower body while walking the 
family dogs during the late afternoon of 
15 June.

“On the day that it happened, the feeling 
of shock was immense. A person could not 
help but feel angered. Once the next day 
came, feelings of anxiety started to set in,” 
said Matthew’s father Anthony Mayston.

Matthew was first 
airlifted to Milpark 
Hospital where 
he was stabilised 
in the emergency 
unit, before he was 
transferred for further 
treatment at the 
Charlotte Maxeke Academic Hospital, 
where he had his first operation to attend 
to his abdominal injuries on the night 
that incident occurred. Due to Covid-19 
protocols at the hospital, his dad could not 
follow Matthew through his procedure.

“I felt so defenceless. Not being able 
to see first-hand how he was doing 
made me feel very anxious due to the 

communication break,” said Anthony.
On the morning of 17 June, Matthew’s 

Covid-19 test that had to be run before 
being admitted to the hospital came back 
as negative. Due to this, he has now been 
moved from the quarantine holding ward, to 
a normal ward followed by the trauma unit.

“The next step is to operate on his leg, 
and to remove the bullet in his pelvis 
area, which is still there,” added Anthony.

Due to the placement of the bullet, the 
procedure to remove it is highly complex.

Matthew’s friends and family hope 
that he is able to pull through this ordeal. 
He has a bright future ahead of him and 

is currently 
a candidate 
attorney. 

The drive to 
help out with 
medical costs 
was started 
by the love of 

his ex-school friends as he was a past 
Bryanston High School learner.

“I think that the care they have shown 
towards their friend has been amazing. 
Our entire family appreciates it, and we 
know that it will help him a lot. 

“We would also like to thank the 
Olivedale community for their kindness 
and support,” concluded Anthony.

A parent’s 
nightmare

Olivedale shooting victim Matthew Mayston. Photo: Supplied

A campaign has been started by Matthew 
Mayston’s friends to raise much-needed 
medical funds for his treatment.

“On behalf of Matt’s family, we would 
just like to thank everyone for your kind 
and selfless support. We could not have 
begun to imagine the overwhelming 
support this campaign has received,” said 
ex-Bryanston High School friend Cayley 
Jorgensen.

The campaign started on 17 June and 
has thus far generated almost R300 000 in 
generous donations. The drive also aims 
to alleviate the stress of payment that may 
arise if Matthew needs further medical 
treatment after his hospitalisation. 

Jorgensen said the campaign initially 
started with a target of R100 000.

“We had hoped that within a couple of 

weeks we could rally the support together 
to reach that amount, but we have been 
blown away with the response of reaching 
that target and doubling it within 24 hours. 
This has once again shown the amazing 
friend we all have. We know the family 
are looking at millions of rands going into 
Matt’s full recovery, and we are eternally 
grateful for any amounts raised thus far.” 

Jorgensen concluded that if anyone 
would like to donate to help Matthew 
in his recovery and to assist the family 
in paying the medical bills, they were 
welcome to do so.

All funds will go towards covering the 
initial medical bills and rehabilitation 
support that Matthew will need thereafter.
Donate: www.backabuddy.co.za/matthew-
mayston

Matthew needs the community’s help

Due to the placement of the 
bullet, the procedure to remove 

it is highly complex

To donate 
towards 
Matthew’s 
medical 
bills, scan 
this image 
using the 
free PixzAR 
app on your 
smartphone.
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Policemen and women 
gifted with kindness by 
charitable organisation

Residents associations 
come together against 
proposed tariff increases

Wits University makes 
a breakthrough in the 
Covid-19 fight2 3 4

Bridging the gap
Reuven Blignault
reuvenb@caxton.co.za

PRESIDENT RIDGE – Hoërskool 
Randburg would like to introduce you to 
our city’s latest iconic landmark, and it’s all 
with the aim of keeping their learners safe. 

It is a brand-new state-of-the-art bridge that 
will be built across Malibongwe Drive to ferry 
learners safely across the busy road before and 
after school, as well as welcome visitors into 
one of the main gateways into Randburg.

“We started with the concept about two 
years ago, and it has been a long process 
to get all the approval sorted with the 
municipality,” said the school’s deputy 
principal Tony Knoetze.

“The structure will be made out of 
galvanised steel, and eventually, we would 
like to put lighting on it, with sponsored 
advertising at a later stage with approval. 
The existing robots will also be removed.” 

One of the greatest concerns for the 
management of the school is the health and 
safety of their children. 

“Over the years, the traffic on 
Malibongwe Drive has posed a danger to 
our students, and we have unfortunately had 
a few incidents where students have been 
bumped,” Knoetze continued.

He said that one of the biggest dangers is 
the threat of reckless minibus taxi drivers 
during the early morning.

Due to the busyness of the service road 
directly outside the school, many parents 
drop learners off at the shopping complex 
across the road.

“The traffic builds up at the robot, and 
taxis shoot down the wrong side of the 
road to illegally overtake the cars. They 
then blast through the zebra crossing with 
no concern for who may be crossing. Our 

Hoërskool Randburg’s deputy principal Tony Knoetze stands with the design board near where the actual bridge will be completed. 
Photo: Reuven Blignault

students thus have to be very careful when 
crossing the road in the mornings.”

He also noted that for several years, the 
school has asked for assistance from the 
City in the mornings to help with traffic, but 
it has never come to fruition. The next best 

alternative was to build a bridge that would 
take the traffic factor out of the equation.

The design of the structure was created 
by a Hoërskool Randburg parent and is 
said to incorporate the school’s famous star 
emblem in a spread-out pattern.

“We incorporate these stars everywhere 
we can, as we believe that all of our students 
and staff are shining stars,”concluded 
Knoetze.

The project aims to be completed by 
August this year.

Pork Roll Roast

Beef Entrecote Roast

Marinated Chicken
Flatties

Pork Bulk Pack

Proudly owned German butchery

R59/kg

R110/kg

R39/kg

R49.90/kg
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City opens 21 clinics for 
Covid-19 testing as the 
peak approaches

Rotary Club inaugurates 
new presidents in online 
ceremony

Past Trinityhouse learners 
speak out about alleged 
systemic racism3 4 8

Bromhof resident Leon Vathian at the site of the leak caused by a burst pipe near his property on Boskraai Close. Photo: Reuven Blignault

Water flows 
for days

Reuven Blignault
reuvenb@caxton.co.za

BROMHOF – Potable 
water has been 

flowing for three 
weeks on 

Boskraai Close 
in Bromhof 

due to a 
burst 

water 
pipe, 

causing damage to nearby 
properties as well as fibre boxes 
on the street.

“This leak has been going on 
for the past three weeks, and 
there is a lot of damage being 
done to my and my neighbour’s 
property,” said Bromhof resident 
Leon Vathian.

He added that he had logged 
the issue with Joburg Water who 
had came out to inspect the site.

“I saw a truck with Joburg 
Water workers arrive who 
inspected the problem, drove 
away, and never came back. This 
happened twice. This is three 
weeks of fresh water that has 
been wasted.”

He said there was 
tremendous damage being 

caused to his and his 
neighbour’s boundary 

wall due to the leak. 
Water in the area 
was turned off 

on 8 July to 
fix another 

problem 

in Boskruin, yet this issue still 
remains.

Ward 134 councillor Wendy 
Alexander confirmed on 1 July 
that the Joburg Water Randburg 
depot had been closed due to 
positive cases of Covid-19, hence 
there would be severe delays in 
water repairs in the area. 

She also confirmed that a burst 
water pipe on Karee Street had 
been repaired by Joburg Water on 
8 July.

Vathian said, “I understand 
that the Joburg Water depot in 
Randburg has been closed due to 
Covid-19, but this was inspected 
long before then, and it should 
have been fixed immediately. 
I have escalated this issue 
numerous times with them. If 
this was fixed immediately, any 
further damage would have been 
avoided. I hope that this gets 
sorted soon.”

The Randburg Sun has 
approached Joburg Water for 
comment on the situation and is 
awaiting their response.
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Ongoing power crisis in 
Boskruin has residents 
fuming

Family has to sleep in 
garage of their own home 
due to property dispute

Wits clinicians volunteer 
to test new Covid-19 
vaccine during trial2 3 4

Land invasions - a 
constant struggle

Informal settlement homes encroach ever closer on the property. INSET: Carla Kamp of the Life Tree Community Project. Photos: Reuven Blignault

Reuven Blignault
reuvenb@caxton.co.za

KYA SAND – Carla Kamp 
of the Life Tree Community 
Project put out a desperate 
call to the community 
to report land invasion 
taking place on 15 July 
after she had received 
an urgent call about it 
from the foundation’s 
property manager.

“We have often 
been accused by 
the community of 
benefiting from 
the informal 
settlement which 
is there to help 
the poor, but 
this is the 
opposite. 

So when I heard about this 
constant problem happening 
once again, I was open with the 
community to let them know that the 
informal settlement was spreading 
onto our land and put out the call 
to the community to report it,” said 
Kamp. 

On 15 July, as reported by the 
property manager, hundreds of 
individuals were marking land on the 
Life Tree property for sale to other 
community members willing to buy 
them, a story not too uncommon as 
covered in previous Randburg Sun 
articles over the years.

 “People arrived in their cars 
from other informal settlements like 
Diepsloot and Msawawa willing to 
buy demarcated stands from R9 000 
to R20 000 from people claiming 
they own the land. 

“Our agricultural and community 
gardens have been taken over.” 

Kamp said that she had been in 
touch with the Douglasdale police 
and has opened a case of trespassing 
with them.

The land that Life Tree occupies is 
owned by the Department of Human 
Settlements, who will be monitoring 
the area in the aim of finding a 
solution.

The Department of Human 
Settlements’ Mtirara Makhado 
visited the site on 16 July with 
Kamp to assess the situation, to help 
provide a solution to it and report 
back to the department.

“I am part of the security 
management team, and our mandate 
is to assess all assets that we own are 
not under threat.

“I am glad that there is a case that 
has been opened as there can be 
added pressure on the authorities 
that handle land invasions to do 
something about it. I will also appeal 

to the MEC of the Department of 
Human Settlements to visit the 
property,” he said.

Kamp added that the organisation 
could not employ any private 
security to protect the area due to 
lack of funding over the years. 

“One of the strongest possibilities 
as to why this and so many other 
land invasions are taking place is that 
they know that during the Covid-19 
epidemic, no evictions are allowed 
to take place as stated by Human 
Settlements Minister Lindiwe Sisulu 
near the start of the lockdown  
period. 

“I have also been told by the 
JMPD, who handles the land 
invasions, that they are greatly 
under-resourced at the moment due 
to the Covid-19 crisis.” 

Randburg Sun has contacted 
the Johannesburg Metro Police 
Department and is awaiting comment.
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Police vow to ensure 
anonymity following 
complaint from resident

Smokers take to the 
road to protest against 
cigarette ban2 4

To see a video of the 
MMC visiting the park, 
scan this photo using 
the free PixzAR app on 
your smartphone.

MMC for Community Development Margaret Arnolds goes down on her hands and knees to help clean up Fontainebleau Park. Photo: Reuven Blignault

MMC gets to work 
cleaning park

Reuven Blignault
reuvenb@caxton.co.za

FONTAINEBLEAU – After a call by 
numerous residents for action to be 
taken on numerous issues affecting 
Fontainebleau Park, the MMC for 
Community Development Margaret 
Arnolds and her team visited the park on 
22 July.

The issues involved litter, the removal 
of displaced persons and the removal of 
a potential criminal element.

The team of representatives consisting 
of Metro police, Joburg City Parks and 
Zoo, and City officials, picked up litter, 
took down old signs, and removed 
displaced people from the park.

Ward 101 councillor Mike Wood said 
many residents and nearby businesses 
were fed up with the state of the park 
and its deteriorating safety.

“I got hold of MMC Arnolds who 
responded very quickly to this issue. 
The MMC and her team from City 
Parks and the Metro police have done an 
amazing job in helping to clean the area 

up and assessing issues with displaced 
persons,” added Wood.

Arnolds was startled to find bags of 
marijuana hidden in the park. “This 
park has unfortunately been abused 
by displaced persons who are living in 
the park. We know that drug dealers 
are making use of the park for their 
illegal activities, and just in this clean-
up today, we have discovered bags of 
marijuana and illegal cigarettes hidden 
in holes dotted around the park,” said 
Arnolds.

Various displaced persons were 
offered alternative accommodation in 
homeless shelters specifically set up to 
help those in need during the Covid-19 
crisis, but many refused to accept the 
offer.

“We were told explicitly by the 
homeless persons who we offered 
shelter to, that they do not want to move 
to a shelter as they are making a living 
in the park. I will also be speaking to the 
MMC of Social Development about this 
situation so that something can be  
done about it from their side,” 
added Arnolds.

Wood said what was important for 
this park and various other parks in his 
ward was community involvement in 
the upkeep of these parks.

“What we would like to do is start 
an initiative, like it is with many 
other of our parks, called ‘the friends 
of Fontainebleau Park’, which will 
drive community involvement in 
the park to engage with clean-ups 
and increasing safety for all 
of its users in a sustained 
way,” added Wood.

Arnolds concluded, “We 
want our parks to be parks. In 
other words, our parks need 
to be a place where people 
can be safe and comfortable in 
at all times.”

Proudly owned German butchery

R79.90/kg
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Beef Shin

Beef Sirloin Steak

Cheese Griller
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